1 \ 1 . An electronic commerce system, comprising: 

2 \ a client computer; and 

3 ja server computer; 

4 trie client computer and the server computer being 

5 interconnected by a public packet switched communications 

6 network; 

7 the client computer being programmed to transmit to 

8 the server computer an ordeii_accept'arice reques:t comprising a 

9 plurality of terrhs or conditions of a proposed offer for a 

10 purchase, including multiple options of at least one of the 

11 terms or conditionsy of the offer; 

12 the server computer being programmed to process the 

13 order acceptance request based on pre-programmed criteria 

14 and, based on the procWsing of the order acceptance 

15 request, to transmit toNthe client computer ar. order 

16 acceptance response composing amendment to the proposed 

17 offer for the purchase, they amendment including selection of 

18 an option of the at least on\ of the terms or conditions. 
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1 2 . An electronic commer^^e system, comprising: 

2 a client computer; and 

3 a server computer; 

4 the client computer and the ^Berver com.puter being 

5 interconnected by a public packet switched communications 

6 network; 

7 the client computer being prograWed to transmit to 

8 the server computer an order acceptance request comprising a 

9 plurality of terms or conditions of a prop\jsed offer for a 

10 purchase ; 

11 the server computer being programmed process the 

12 order acceptance request based on pre-programmed criteria 

13 and, based on the processing of the order acceptance 

14 request, to transmit to the client computer an order 
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15 acceptance response comprising a plurality of amendments to 

16 the^roposed offer for the purchase. 

\ 

1 \^ An electronic commerce system, comprising: 

2 a e3J.ent computer; and 

3 a serv^ computer; 

4 the client computer and the server computer being 

5 interconnected by^a public packet switched communications 

6 network; \ 

7 the client computer being programmed to transmit to 

8 the server computer an ^s)rder acceptance request comprising a 

9 plurality of terms or conditions of a proposed offer for a 

10 purchase, the order acceptance request comprising a 

11 p lurality of modular elements^indiv idually protected by 

12 cryptographic security codes; \^ 

13 the server computer being^programmed to process the 

14 order acceptance request based on pi^- programmed criteria, 

15 including authentication of the cryptographic security codes 

16 and examination of the modular elements individually 

17 protected by the cryptographic security co^s, and, based on 

18 the processing of the order acceptance request., to transmit 

19 to the client computer an order acceptance resph^se based on 

20 the pre-programmed criteria. \ 

1 ^ electronic commerce system, comprising: 

2 a c"i4^ent computer; and 

3 a serve^\qomputer ; >^ 

4 the client ctsQ^utex and tha server computer being 

5 interconnected by a puW?^lc packet switched communications 

6 network; / 

7 the client computer being"^=programmed to transmit to 

8 the server computer an order acceptanberequest comprising a 

9 plurality of terms or conditions of a pro^^^d offer for a purchase 



10 \ the server computer being programmed to process the 

11 orde A acceptance request based on pre-programmed criteria, 

12 and, biased on the processing of the order acceptance 

13 requestV to transmit to the client computer an order 

14 acceptance response based on the pre-programmed criteria, 

15 the processing of the order acceptance request being 

16 performed by\a controller module that handles processing of 

17 the order acceptance request that is primarily not specific 

18 to a particular application of the electronic commerce 

19 system to whichX the order acceptance request pertains and 

20 that initiates aXplurality of calls to a plurality of plug- 

21 in modules that handle processing of the order acceptance 

22 request that is pri^riarily specific to the particular 

23 application of the electronic commerce system and that can 

24 be readily replaced b\ dif fe3?efir~>^ug-in modu3.es that handle 

25 processing primarily sptepific to different applications of 

26 the electronic commerc^ system. 



1 5. An eleCT:ronic comp^^ce system, comprising; 

2 a client ycomputer; a; 

3 a server/ computer ^ 

4 the client conronxer an5<^e server^omputer being 

5 interconnected by a public packet\switched communications 

6 network; 

7 the client computer being pr^sgrammed to transmit to 

8 the server computer an order acceptantce request comprising a 

9 plurality of terms or conditions of a paroposed offer for a 

10 purchase; 

11 the server computer being programrr^d to process the 

12 order acceptance request based on pre-programmed criteria, 

13 and, based on the processing of the order acceptance 

14 request, to transmit to the client computer ari order 

15 acceptance response based on the pre -programmea\ criteria, 
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16 the server computer further being programmed to handle 

17 fraud-avoidance processing of the order acceptance request 

18 based on contents of the order acceptance request other than 

19 price, pu^rchaser identity, and seller identity. 

1 6. Ah^ electronic commerce system, comprising: 

2 a client computer; and 

3 a serverX computer ; 

4 the client computer and the server computer being 

5 interconnected by ^ public packet switched communications 

6 network; 

7 the client cdmputer being programmed to transmit to 

8 the server computer ari order acceptance request comprising a 
; 9 plurality of terms or condij^dfons^^ a proposed offer for a 

10 purchase, the terms or c^smditions comprising a price; 

11 the server computeV beinq/programmed to process the 

12 order acceptance request bafeed/!on pre-programmed criteria 

13 and, based on the p'rocessing\pf the order acceptance 

14 request, to trans.mit to thewciSient computer><^n order 

15 acceptance response comRz4sang \mendment^^o the proposed 

16 offer for the pmrchasp< thd^^^ameno^^rft including an amended 

17 price based on tertns or conditionsXrecited in the order 

18 acceptance request that are less thaj optimal based on the 

19 pre-programmed criteria, 

1 7. An electronic commerce syste\, comprising: 

2 a client computer; and 

3 a server computer; 

4 the client computer and the server Computer being 

5 interconnected by a public packet switched cesmmunications 

6 network; 

7 the client computer being programmed toV transmit to 
the server computer an order acceptance request \comprising a 
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plurality of terms or conditions of a proposed offer for a 
purchase; \ 

the server computer being programmed to process the 
order acceptan\^e request based on pre-programmed criteria, 
and, based on t'he processing of the order acceptance 
request, to transmit to the client computer ai: order 
acceptance response based on the pre-programmed criteria, 
the server further \being programmed to initiate a call to a 
database of a virtual warehouse in which merchants can store 
virtual inventories of items, to ensure that a sufficient 
virtual inventory exists for the purchase. 



8. An electrond^p commerce system, comprising: 
a plurality of cMent computers; and 
a server computer A 

the client computeA and^-he server computer being 
interconnected by a public pj^^ket sVitched communications 
network; 

one of the client /compVit^rs being programmed to 
transmit to the server computeV a first order^acceptance 
request comprising a p^luraliby/^ terms oj?^oi:ditions of a 
proposed offer for a purchaj^ V^V QiJ^^^^tif icate ; 

another of the^^^lj^ent cornpfeters being programmed to 
transmit a second order acceptance Request comprising the 
gift certificate; 

the server computer being pro^ammed to process the 
order acceptance requests based on preXprogrammed criteria, 
and, based on the processing of the ordW acceptance 
request, to transmit to the client computers an order 
acceptance response based on the pre-programmed criteria, 
the server computer further being programmed to store gift 
certificate information in a database when the server 
computer receives the first order acceptanceX request and to 
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22 examine the database when the server computer receives the 

23 second order acceptance request. 



9. An electronic commerce system, comprising: 
a client computer; and 
a server computer; 

the client computer and the server computer being 
interconnected by a pulplic packet switched communications 
network; 

the client compiiter being programmed to transmit to 
the server computer an order acceptance request comprising a 
plurality of terms or conditions of a proposed offer for a 
purchase of tokens to be Vedeemed for micro-purchases; 

the server computed bej_pg^pr<^rammed to process the 
order acceptance request ba^ed on pre\programmed criteria, 



and, based on the processing 
request, to transmit to /the c 
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e ordfer acceptance 
computer an order 
acceptance response ba^sed on thM pre-programmed^criteria, 
the server further being prog/^med to incre^^ a number of 

le for use in 



tokens in a token database 
exchange for the mici*o-pur2fhase 
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1 10. An electronic commerce ^stem, comprising: 

2 a client computer; and 

3 a server computer; 

4 the client computer and the server computer being 

5 interconnected by a public packet switched communications 

6 network; 

7 the client computer being programmed to transmit to 

8 the server computer an order acceptance redruest comprising a 

9 plurality of terms or conditions of a proposed offer for a 
10 purchase of a subscription; 
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11 the server computer being programmed to process the 



12 ^rder acceptance request based on-^^e-prvogrammed criteria 
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3rder\ acceptance 
:er an order 



and, basea~~o!r~the---p5?< 
request, to transmit to tl 
acceptance response base^ 

the server further being programmed ttrttpt 
table in order to reflect the purchase of the subscription 
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